Italy. To-night I propose to review some of that work and give you the results of a few experiences of my own.
Ringworm and favus are apparently purely local infections of the skin and hair. If an antiseptic, such as iodine, is applied to the lesion and the causative fungus killed, the disease disappears leaving the patient apparently the same as before infection occurred. That this is not so, however, is shown by the fact that, farm workers and others, who In conclusion, to put it briefly, all the work on the fungus infections of the skin goes to show that a deep infection with living fungus can produce changes in the blood and skin which are not true anaphylaxis but a form of sensitisation. These changes are exactly analogous to those produced in diseases such as tubercle and syphilis.
In superficial fungus infections no sensitisation of the skin occurs, and that is the reason why ordinary ringworm of the scalp shows no tendency to spontaneous cure.
